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A look at what makes MLHS “A Choice Worth Making!” 

MLHS GRADUATION GIVES GOD THE GLORY 

 The thirtieth Baccalaureate & Com-
mencement Service was held on Sun-
day, May 24th with ten graduates re-
ceiving their diplomas. Martin Luther 
High School has graduated four hun-
dred and fifty six young men and 
women since 1986.    
 Commencement at MLHS is a wor-
ship service of praise to God for His 
love and guidance. It is also a final 
benediction to the young men and 
women who are sent out into the 
world equipped with the true Wisdom 
and Knowledge which comes only from 
God’s Word.  Eight of those graduates 
are the last child of their family to be a 
part of the “MLHS Family.”  

 Officiants were Rev. John Meyer of 
Trimont and Rev. Nathan Rusert of 
Truman; both are fathers of their final 
MLHS graduate. Mrs. Amanda Bergt 
gave the Commencement Address. 

 Anna Meyer, 
daughter of Rev 
John and Laurie 
Meyer of Tri-
mont, expressed 
her appreciation 
for her Christian 
education in her 
commencement 
speech. She said, 

“A quote from C.S. Lewis comes to 
mind: ‘God cannot give us a happiness 
and peace apart from Himself, because 
it is not there. There is no such thing.’ 
God needs to be involved in everything 
we do in order to have success and 
happiness. He is the one who brings 
about these things. In my schooling 
here at Martin Luther, as well as at St. 
James Lutheran and Mt. Olive Lu-
theran, I have learned that God is not 
just in Church, but everywhere in the 
school. He is involved with sports in 
helping keep us safe and helping us 
demonstrate our faith through our 
sportsmanlike actions. In science class, 
we are able to view the wonders of the 
world God designed for us. In art and 
music classes, we learn to express God 
and his love for us through the differ-
ent mediums. Through a Christian edu-
cation, we can see God and experience 
His love and majesty. 
 When I look back to my elementary 
school years, I remember having to 
memorize Bible verses for my teachers. 
I never stopped to think about why we 
were asked to do this. I now know the 
reason. It is so we can remember those 

The presence of area pastors at MLHS is 
sincerely appreciated and adds to the 
meaning of the ceremony. Those in at-
tendance were Rev. Robert Trueblood, 
Rev. Gregory Volbrecht, Rev. Matthew 
Rusert, Rev. Brian Thorson, Rev. An-
thony Bertram, Rev. Thomas Fast, Rev. 
John Meyer and Rev. Nathan Rusert. 

Marty Krause is pictured with his 
wife, Virginia, who received the 

Martin Luther Volunteer Award for 
her faithful service and support. 

Marty received the award in 1990. 

Gerald and Pauline Bergt were also 
recipients of the Martin Luther Vol-
unteer Award for their faithful ser-

vice and support.  
Continued on page 2 



CROSS TRAINING FOR REAL LIFE 
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verses to help us through the 
struggles we face in life. We can 
be reminded of all that Christ Je-
sus our Savior has done for us. We 
are able to always have some-
thing to go back to whether or not 
we have a Bible present. One Bible 
passage I find comforting is verses 
1-3 of Psalm 27: “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation—whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strong-
hold of my life—of whom shall I be 
afraid? When the wicked advance 
against me to devour me, it is my 
enemies and my foes who will 
stumble and fall. Though an army 
besiege me,  my heart will not 
fear; though war break out 
against me, even then I will be 
confident.” When we as young 
adults go off into the world, we 
will make enemies and we will be 
tempted, but with trust in God, we 
can be assured that we will get 
through all the hardships. 
 Lastly, I believe that acquiring a 
Christian education is an impor-
tant step in guiding young people 
into their future. It is what pro-
vides a strong foundation to keep 
Christians secure in their faith 
while facing new challenges. As 
students in a Christian school, we 
learned that God is guiding us 
through every situation in life. We 
don’t know where the future is 
taking us. We cannot even be sure 
of what lies ahead tomorrow, but 
we can be confident that God has 
a plan for everyone of us.  Whether 
or not we know what we want to 
be or where we want to go, we 
can know that there is a reason 
behind where we end up and what 
we are doing, and that God will 
always be there for us.  
 Not only would I like to thank 
my parents for making the deci-
sion to send me to Christian 
schools my whole life and all the 
teachers and staff who helped 

instruct me in the faith and answer 
my thousands of questions, but I 
also want to thank my class for 
sharing this amazing experience 
with me for these four years, and 
my friends for making me laugh 
everyday. Thank you!” 
 Rebekah Rusert, daughter of Rev. 
Nathan and Lori Rusert of Truman 
was also a 2015 Class Speaker. She 
shared these words at Graduation, 
 “As we head out into the real 
world, it is important to remember 
that we have the opportunity to 

serve as wit-
nesses, regard-
less of what 
we do or 
where we do 
it. Today, we 
will walk out 
these doors as 
official gradu-
ates of Martin 
Luther High 

School, and we can finally say, “we 
made it.” However, let us remember 
one thing: this isn’t the end. This is 
just the beginning. This past week 
marked the last round of final ex-
ams that we’d have to face at Mar-
tin Luther. However, as strange as 
this may sound, today we actually 
begin a new type of final exam. 
From the moment we walk out of 
those doors today, the world will 
begin to test everything we have 
learned here. Our faith will be 
tested, and it will be up to us to de-
fend it. Let us remember that we 
are called to live under the cross, 
which means that life isn’t always 
going to be easy for us as Christians. 
However, through God’s Grace in 
Christ Jesus, we will make it through 
these trials because, as we are told 
in Romans 8:28, ‘we know that, in 
all things, God works for the good 
of those who love Him and who 
have been called according to His 
purpose.’ I'd like to leave you with 

this thought from Galatians 5:13- 
 ‘You, my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 
serve one another humbly in love.’ 
 Remember that Christ died to save 
us from our sins and that, in Him, we 
will receive eternal life in Heaven. As 
we walk out these doors, He will give 
us the strength to live out our faith. 
Even though we are young, we can still 
be witnesses to Christ’s sacrifice, as we 
are reminded in our class verse- “Do 
not let anyone look down on you be-
cause you are young, but set an exam-
ple for the believers in speech, in con-
duct, in love, in faith, and in purity.” As 
our future becomes our present, let us 
remember that, in everything we do, 
we have to opportunity to let Christ 
work through us to let God’s Love be 
shown to others.  
 So let’s go. Let’s take on the world. 
We’re ready. We can do this. Take it 
easy, Martin Luther. It has been totally 
awesome.” 

The “Throwing of the Hats” was held 
indoors due to the rainy weather. 



Save the Planet! 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 Should we be surprised with the secular world concluding we need to Save the Planet/whales/
seals/turtles/trees/etc?  The observable facts demonstrate a world that is falling apart.  This should 
not be remotely surprising.  From a Biblical Worldview, it should be our expectation.  From that same 
Biblical perspective, culture suggesting that we need to save the planet is also expected.  Romans 8 
explains why we should expect to see a broken planet that looks like it is collapsing.  Rom 8:19-22  
“For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also 
will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  For we know that the 
whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.” NASU   Matthew 24:6-8 suggests the same 
thing, "You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, 
but that is not yet the end.  ‘For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there 
will be famines and earthquakes.’ But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.” NASU  
 This may explain the observations, but what about the conclusions?  Romans 1:21-23 explains the secular cultures 
response.  “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools,  and exchanged the glory of 
the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling crea-
tures.” NASU   
 Without the Biblical Worldview the secular culture does not focus on God, but on the creation itself, hence “Save the 
Planet/whales/spotted owl/whatever.” Not surprising—expected.   
 What should our reaction be due to the fact that our world is falling apart?  i will suggest: celebrate and share!  The 
wedding feast is right around the corner – 2 Peter 3, Revelation 22:20.  We then need to share the invitation with all – 
Matthew 24:14.  From a Biblical perspective we need to recognize the end is near and not worry about saving the planet              
(2 Peter 3:7), but worry about saving the people.  Our focus is not on the stuff of this world, but on the souls of our 
friends and family—and our time is short.  We can help families make sense of what can easily appear scary and discon-
certing.   
 At MLHS we can establish the events of the day and tie them to a Biblical worldview that easily explains what our 
expectations should be and what our response needs to be.  May God bless our steps to celebrate and share!   
 

                     Come Lord Jesus, Amen! 
                                     
                            
                    Paul Steinhaus, Principal/Teacher/Coach  

Principal    Paul’s      Point    
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Left: Grandfather Henry Weihe cele-
brates with Alex, his last grandchild to 
graduates from MLHS. Henry was on 
the first MLHS Board of Directors. 
 
Right: Tyler Wiederhoeft celebrates 
with his family: Grandfather Robert Hall 
(also on the first MLHS Board of Direc-
tors), Grandmother Pat Hall (the first 
MLHS office secretary) and sister, 
Alyssa. 
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THE MLHS CLASS OF 2015 

~National Honor Society   *Graduating with Honors 

Colton Greiner 
Jeffrey Greiner 
Carol Greiner 

St John’s Lutheran, Antrim 
ILCC, Estherville 

HVAC Technology 
 

Anna Meyer ~ * 
Rev. John Meyer 

Laurie Meyer 
Trinity Lutheran, Trimont 

Concordia University, Seward 
Biology 

Kailey Michels ~ * 
Joe Michels 

Lynne Michels 
Salem Lutheran, Madelia 

SDSU, Brookings 
Agricultural Business 

Brian Nemanic * 
Scott Nemanic 
Kay Nemanic 

Bethel Evangelical Free Church 
University of Northwestern 

Math 

Shelby Quinn 
Doug Quinn 
Laurie Quinn 

St James Lutheran, Northrop 
Riverland Community College 

Massage Therapy 

Rebekah Rusert ~ * 
Rev. Nathan Rusert 

Lori Rusert 
St Paul’s Lutheran, Truman 

Concordia University, Seward 
Education 
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YOUNG CHRISTIAN LEADERS 

Kayley Shoen ~ * 
Don Shoen 

Dawn Shoen 
St Paul’s Lutheran, Truman 

Wartburg College 
Biology 

Megan Schock 
Greg Schock 
Lori Schock 

St James Lutheran, Northrop 
RCTC, Rochester 

General Ed 

Alex Weihe 
the late Tory Weihe 

Jill Weihe 
St Paul’s Lutheran, Truman 

ILCC, Estherville 
Sports Management 

Tyler Wiederhoeft ~ * 
David Wiederhoeft 

Heather Wiederhoeft 
St James Lutheran, Northrop 
Oklahoma State University 

Sports Media 

 
Class Verse 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in 

love, in faith and in purity.” 
-1 Timothy 4:12 

 
  Class Flower           Class Colors 
  Purple Rose         Lime Green & Royal Purple 

 
Class Speakers 

Anna Meyer & Rebekah Rusert   
 

Commencement Address 
Mrs. Amanda Bergt 

 
Officiants 

Rev. John Meyer & Rev. Nathan Rusert 



Achievements & Highlights   
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 Seniors Alex Weihe and Kayley Shoen garnered 
recognition for their athletic achievements. Kayley 
was team captain for the Lady Knights. Alex was team 
captain for the Truman/GHEC/ML Jaguars. Both of 
the athletes surpassed the 1,000 varsity career point 
benchmark during their basketball season.  
 Kayley is the 13th player in MLHS history to join the 1,000 Point 
Club. She attained this goal mid-season during the game when the 
Knights defeated Cleveland. She was also named Valley-All Confer-
ence First Team and Sentinel All-Area Second Team. She will be play-
ing soccer and basketball at Wartburg College next year and majoring 
in Biology. 
 Just a few games later Alex Weihe topped off his milestone. Alex is 
the 14th MLHS player to attain the 1,000 Point Club status. He was 
named Valley All-Conference First Team two years in a row and Sen-
tinel All-Area Team. He will be attending Iowa Lakes Community Col-
lege in Estherville studying Sports Management. 
 Both Kayley and Alex were named KEYC-TV Prep Athlete of the 
Week and featured on Channel 12 Television, Mankato. 

 Seniors Rebekah Rusert and Tyler Wiederhoeft were 
MLHS nominees for the Minnesota State High School 
League Triple "A" Scholarship Awards. These awards 
seek to honor high school students who excel in academ-
ics, arts, and athletics. Martin Luther High School is 
proud to nominate two exceptional seniors, Rebekah 
Rusert and Tyler Wiederhoeft. These students have 
achieved academic excellence and, at the same time, put 
forth the time and effort to participate in MSHSL athletic 
programs and fine arts activities. Both Rebekah and Ty-
ler have demonstrated commitment to excellence and 
made contributions to our school and our community 
during their high school careers. 

Left: Seniors Anna Meyer 
and Rebekah Rusert were 
filmed at KEYC-TV, Channel 
12, Mankato and high-
lighted on the “Best of the 
Class” feature. 
 
Right: Shelby Quinn re-
ceived a $500 “The Differ-
ence is You” Scholarship 
from Tom Hawkins of Haw-
kins Chevrolet, Fairmont. 
She also received a $500 
Federated REA Scholarship.  



 2015 marked a new spring activity for students to be in-
volved in. Reed Wokasch is coaching the MLHS TRAP CLUB. He 
is assisted by Roger Wokasch and Rob Iverson.  
 Along with MLHS shooters; students from St James, North-
rop; St Paul’s, Truman and St Paul, Fairmont are able to partici-
pate also. Pictured at left are: Coach Reed Wokasch,  Madison 

Wildfeuer, Josiah Oothoudt and Reece Riegel.  
 Other student participants were Bethany Rossow, Trenton Ros-
sow, and Autumn Wildfeuer. 

 

Activities & Highlights 
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 The MLHS Baseball team was combined with GHEC and Truman. 
Under the leadership of Coaches Scott Chirpich and Dave Hurn the 
players set a new record, advancing further in the play-offs than ever 
before—all the way to the section semi-finals. They defeated both #1 
seed Mankato, Loyola and #2 seed, Janesville.   
  
Right: Senior Colton Greiner had an outstanding season. He played in 
the outfield and pitched in rotation. He pitched his best game against 
Mankato Loyola, where he threw all 7 innings, taking the team to 
victory against the #1 sub-section seed.  

 Tracksters had a notorious season also. The com-
bination of athletes from Madelia, Truman, GHEC 
and MLHS turned out to be a winning mix. The girls 
track team was Conference Champions. They had a 
record of 137 wins and 9 losses.  
 Left: Renae Wallace participated in 100 m high 
hurdles, 300 m low hurdles, triple jump and 4x400 
relay. Kayley Shoen performed in the 100 m dash, 
4x100 and 4x200 relays and long jump. The 4x200 
relays set the indoor conference record with a 
1:52.59.  
 Right: Autumn Wildfeuer participated in discus 
and shot put.  

 Lady KNIGHTS Softball is made up 
of MLHS and GHEC players. They are 
a young team with junior high ath-
letes playing on the varsity level. 
Pictured left to right are: catcher Alex 
Schuder, outfielder Sadia Zafar, and 
pitcher Marissa Steinhaus. Hanna 
Geistfeld and Sidney Visher also 
played.  
 The team was coached by David 
McKnight and Melissa Engel.  
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Every 15 Minutes... 

    Every 15 minutes, someone in the United States dies from an alcohol related collision. This spring, the MLHS Student 
Council showed the student body the dangers of drinking and driving as well as the consequences it can bring about.  
       On the morning of April 14th the MLHS student body were taken by surprise when Student Council members were 
pulled from their classrooms every 15 minutes, and their obituaries were read to their surviving classmates. That after-
noon, the student body watched a video  written and produced by the Student Council. It portrayed Shelby Quinn and 
her friends celebrating her 18th birthday (with alcohol) before getting into a car and attempting to drive to Fairmont. The 
video showed the drunk and distracted driver not paying attention to the road moments before slamming into another 
car. After the conclusion of the video, the students were then taken out to the parking lot where they witnessed  a mock 
crash in which the entire Student Council was involved.  
      Truman Police officer Mike Schutze was the first to arrive on scene, followed by several ambulances from Truman and 
Gold Cross and fire trucks from Fairmont and Truman. The students were extracted from the cars, given first aid, placed 
in ambulances and removed from the scene. Senior Bekah Rusert, the drunk driver, was given a sobriety test by Officer 
Schutze. After failing the test, she was placed in the back of the police car while the firefighters used the jaws of life to 
free more victims from the cars. The student body watched seven of their friends rushed away by ambulance, one of 
them hauled away in a police car, and two of them pronounced dead on arrival. In closing, the EMT's led a question and 
answer session in which students could learn about what happens in these types of real-life situations.  
       On the morning of April 15th, the student body was taken to the gym to witness a mock memorial for the four stu-
dents that "died" in the crash. Pastor William Sabol lead the service and did a phenomenal job. After the service, the de-
ceased read letters to their parents concerning the things that they never had the chance to tell them.  
       A  final video presentation showed the aftermath of the crash with Senior Kayley Shoen in the ER receiving the bad 
news that her spinal cord had been injured and she was being transferred to a larger hospital for further testing, as she 
had no feeling or responses from anywhere below her neck. The video also showed Senior Bekah Rusert being booked 
into jail for criminal vehicular operation. The video ended with a reminder to the students that their actions have conse-
quences and encouraging them to make good decisions--DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE AND DON'T RIDE WITH SOMEONE 
WHO HAS BEEN DRINKING. 
      The events were discussed from a Christian perspective as students and teachers delved into God's Word during the 
weekly Bible Study as a follow-up message of hope and healing. 
     Below are pictures of this mock accident that was much too realistic. Thank you to everyone involved. The Student 
Council and other students spent many hours planning and producing "Every 15 Minutes".  

Authors and participants of this solemn and “too real” event are pic-
tured left to right: Bekah Rusert, Sidney Visher, Matthew Trueblood, 
Shelby Quinn, Rachel Krome, Hanna Geistfeld, Savanah Krenz, Madison 
Johnson, Lindsey Miles, Advisor Mrs. Amanda Bergt and Kayley Shoen. 
They gathered after the memorial service for a final picture. Both par-
ticipants and observers found this day to be emotionally upsetting and 
very realistic. Thank you to all the first responders for their help in 
making the day an experience with an unforgettable message. 
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Preparing Servant Hearts 

 Several students traveled to the Minneapolis Institute of 
Art and were trained in the subject “Amazing Animals in 
Art.” The students took reproductions of the works that they 
studied and taught at area Lutheran elementary schools and 
at the Martin County and Winnebago Public Libraries. Pic-
tured above are Ethan Hurn and Rachel Nemanic presenting 
at St Paul Lutheran School, Fairmont. Other Art Adventure 
students were: Alexis Brummond, Hanna Geistfeld, Savanah 
Krenz, Macy Quinn, Marissa Steinhaus, Reece Riegel and 
Deborah Watt.  Thank you to Natalie Sabol for serving as the 
Advisor.  

 Each year the Junior Class walks several miles of 
road ditch as part of their community service hours. 
Pictured above is Miss Rebecca Oerman giving instruc-
tions to the Juniors before the begin the clean up.  
 The same day the Senior class helps with the Track 
and Field Day Competition held by area Lutheran Ele-
mentary Schools.  

 As part of their community 
service commitment the Student 
Council volunteered at the Mar-
tin County Humane Society this 
spring. They helped with clean-
ing, care and cuddling of the ani-
mals. Pictured above are Sava-
nah Krenz, Bekah Rusert, Shelby 
Quinn, Kayley Shoen, Sidney 
Visher, Lindsey Miles, Maddie 
Johnson and Mrs. Amanda Bergt. 
Left: Maddie Johnson providing a 
dose of TLC to a kitten.  

During the season of Lent, the ninth grade Health 
Class made their own goal to serve a total of 70 
volunteer hours. On their own, each student was to 
volunteer at least 5 hours in order to reach this 
goal. Many of them chose to serve their Lutheran 
grade schools by being classroom helpers. Others 
volunteered at church or with a caring organization 
in the community, including a nursing home and a 
food shelf. The freshmen had 100% participation 
and exceeded their goal by completing 85.5 hours 
of community service during that time. Pictured are 
the students and their teacher, Deaconess Jennifer 
Ruwisch.   


