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Students are a Gift from God to Nurture

Pictured above are the 18 students who began the school year as
the Class of 2019. Since that time Anna Schulte (not pictured)
moved to the area and joined the class, making it 19 Freshmen! We
pray that MLHS will be a blessing to them on their journey to becoming strong, adult Christian leaders. Front row, l-r: Autumn
Fischer, Sierra Geistfeld, Chloe Denton, Shawna Appel, Whitley
Hoffmann. Second row: Christian Holtz, Alex Kallemeyn, Alex Johnson, Dalton Fette, Madisen Wildfeuer, Daniel Huang, Colin Trueblood, Will Wallace. Back row: Mitchell Prafke, Bennett Shane,
Isaac Johnson, Thai Risk and Paxton Gravlin.

Interactive games and friendly competition make learning more fun. Spanish students took advantage of a
warm fall day and our smooth new parking lot to compete in the sun. They ran a race of charades, acting out
the clues and giving the answers in Spanish. Pictured are
Tristan Taylor and Marissa Steinhaus competing to retrieve clues from Spanish instructor Danielle DeWitt.

Europe Study Tour
This past June Amanda Bergt (MLHS social studies teacher)
and Rebecca Oerman (MLHS English teacher) led a group of
MLHS students and parents to Europe. This year's trip included stops in Edinburgh, Scotland; various places in England; and Paris, France. One of the highlights was being
able to attend the Queen's Birthday Jubilee Parade and to
see the entire Royal Family. Travelers also tasted haggis in
Scotland, fish and chips in London, and some tried escargot
in Paris. The group visited various museums and castles in
the three countries. Bergt's and Oerman's goal is to lead
another tour in 2018. Pictured front row, l-r: Autumn Wildfeuer, Macy Quinn. Second row: Deborah Watt, Jen Wildfeuer, Caitlin Wille, Anna Meyer, Alex Schuder, Laura Wille,
Savanah Krenz, Lisa Krenz, Laurie Quinn. Back row: Rachel
Krome, Matthew Trueblood, Sidney Visher, Carter Wille,
Wayne Wille, Laurie Sherman, Amanda Bergt, Rebecca
Oerman, Hannah Watt, Dan Krome, and Lori Krome.
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Reaching out to the community
Thank you to Walmart of Fairmont and the
MLHS Parent/Teacher League for making it
possible for six children to win a bike decorated with MLHS designs. Parents registered at the Martin County Fair and the
winners came to MLHS accept their prizes.
Pictured at far left is Emily Waterbury
who received her bike from Student Council Reps Lindsey Miles and Rachel Krome
after Chapel. At left is Noah Thompson, a
student at Immanuel Lutheran School,
Lakefield with his bike.
Other winners were: Cheyenne Abel,
Dominick Lund, Marah Engel, and Knox
Larson.
Thank you to Roger Wokasch for assembling the bikes and to Hayley Koeritz for
creating the distinctive MLHS designs.

The MLHS Art room was a hub of creative activity during the
summer art camps. Pictured are campers with their personalized aprons that they designed.

Boys and girls worked on their ball-handling and
shooting skills at the Summer Basketball Camps.

Dozens and dozens of children visited MLHS during the
summer developing their God-given talents under the
guidance of our teachers, coaches and student leaders.
We look forward to offering even more camps in 2016.
At left: Softball campers enjoyed working on their sliding skills during the summer heat by using water and a
slippery slide. Other camps that MLHS offered were
Music, Volleyball, Softball and Basketball.
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Principal
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Evaluation and Elimination
Dear Friends in Christ,
i think evaluation is critical to success. On every level, one’s present position needs to be consistently
evaluated to determine relevance and effectiveness. (My personal criteria for assessment can be found in
Genesis 11:1-9.) Based on the evaluation results, one must be willing to adapt, change, add, and eliminate,
in order to achieve success. The clearer the evaluation, the better the assessment.
At MLHS, we are looking to evaluate our ministry. Part of this assessment has been our accreditation
process. The accreditation process is an on-going assessment and does direct us toward success. It has
been very beneficial. All of our Lutheran schools in Martin County are accredited organizations. This is important and significant. Another tool we are utilizing is the Martin County Ignite program. This program is bringing in “outside eyes” to help us
determine our areas of strength and weakness as well as helping us update our strategic plan. We are using surveys to assist in
the process. We gathered honest feedback: the good, the bad, and the ugly. An independent agency is compiling the information that was gathered from several hundred respondents. To those of you who voiced your opinions and thoughts on the surveys: THANK YOU! It is our desire to be effective. Details will be released soon.

Preparing for Departure

–Published with permission of the families.

Matt 24:42 states, "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.” This verse has two significant applications. It applies to all of us as we await Jesus second coming, but it also applies within our daily mode of operation.
Any given day, God may call us home. Are you prepared for your departure? Have you prepared your friends and family for
their departure? Are they ready for yours?
A family i know in Wisconsin recently had their five-year-old son called home to heaven after a six-day bout with a rapid,
progressive brain degeneration that still remains mysterious. On one hand, i cannot imagine the hollow feeling left by the loss.
i know the parents, the grandparents, the aunts and uncles, the cousins, and the great grandparents. My family grieves with
them, all of them. But, on the other hand, i am inspired by the examples and acts of faith of the family as they prepared young
Jack for his departure to be with his Savior. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 states we need to be prepared/informed: “But we do not
want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.” i greatly
respect Jack’s entire family for the steps of faith they have made preparing their family. However, their efforts extend far beyond their own family. They have made part of their mission to share the Gospel message with others. No small part of their
Gospel outreach has been the priority of Lutheran/Christian schools. i cannot begin to express my gratitude for being a small
part of their preparation and community outreach.
Great local examples are to be found right here, as well. Bob Hall served as a pillar in our Lutheran Schools for 2+ generations. Bob was called home in late September. He will be sorely missed. Bob’s example exemplified what it means to be prepared for departure. Through his example and priorities, he has laid the groundwork for the next 2+ generations of his own
family to join him at the banquet table of our Savior. But it goes far beyond that as well. Bob sat on MLHS’s first Board of Directors. He was not the only one, but his vision established a ministry that has strengthen the faith of many families for many generations. Through Bob’s efforts of sharing the Gospel through our Lutheran schools, i am sure several more chairs are necessary
at the banquet table of our Lord.
At MLHS we are undergoing the refocusing of our strategic plan. It is a plan that supersedes any one person’s vision to direct the ministry. In that way, MLHS is prepared for any one person’s departure. We are preparing for generational success.
When one generation/person passes, the next one knows which direction to go.
There is no doubt that our Savior wrapped up both Jack and Bob with the greeting of “well done, good and faithful servant.” It is a real blessing to know God surrounds us with many faithful role models!
Let us all step forward in the words of 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11, “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.” Christ arrived in the manger with a mission. He came to the cross with a purpose. He rose victorious, so we can join Him in celebration. i look forward to the reunion!
Merry Christmas to all!!!
Come Lord Jesus, Amen!

*Editor’s note: Principal Steinhaus has been
elected to the Board of Regents at Concordia
University, St Paul.

Paul Steinhaus, Principal/Teacher/Coach
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National Honor Society Induction

National Honor Society Members: Front row: Rachel Krome, Deborah Watt,
Savanah Krenz, Rachel Nemanic, Lindsey Miles, Sadia Zafar and Miss Esther
Watt, Advisor. Second row: Isaac Creech, Hanna Geistfeld, Renae Wallace,
Carter Wille and Matthew Trueblood.

Lindsey Miles greets her grandmother with a big hug.

Many smile and hugs were present at Grandparents Day and the NHS Induction Ceremony. It was a pleasure having so many grandparents joining us.
Thank you to Nancy Jo's Catering for preparing the delicious meal and to the
Parent/Teacher League for providing the free meal.
The MLHS Chapter of the National Honor Society, like those across the nation, has as its purpose to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a
desire to render service, to promote leadership, and to develop character in
the students of the organization.
Here at Martin Luther High School, we also have the unique ability to emphasize faith in Jesus Christ as a part of our character development.

First place winners of the Most Creative Category Alexis Brummond and
Savanah Krenz pose with their
“pumpkin person.” Other winners
were Autumn Wildfeuer for Scariest
Pumpkin and Sierra Geistfeld and
Rachel Nemanic for Cutest Pumpkin.

Autumn Fischer greets her grandparents Randy and Marlys Fischer for
their first Grandparents Day Dinner
together at MLHS.

Alex Schuder welcomes grandparents Dean and Marlys Ehlert.

Katie Garrison enjoyed lunching
with her grandparents Karen Garrison and Eldren and Darla Colby.
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Developing Servant Hearts

Left: In addition to helping organize the
Red Cross Blood Drive, NHS President
Rachel Krome donated blood. *Next
Blood Drive is April 25.

National Honor Society members
Carter Wille and Rachel Nemanic
spent the day checking in donors.

Anna Schulte, Chloe Denton, Bennett Shane and Will Wallace rang
the bell for the Salvation Army.

Left: Rachel Krome donated her equestrian skills to the
“OH! What a KNIGHT!” Dinner Auction last March by giving
away riding lessons. Jeff Krumwiede purchased them and
gave them to the Jadrien & Lisa Irwin family for Everett,
Delaney and Noland to enjoy. Pictured is Rachel and Delaney at the Spooktacular horse show in which Delaney
took 1st place riding the horse named Cowgirl.

Below: Pastor Brian Thorson, Junior/Senior Religion
teacher, poses with the “Lutheran cake” made by Susan
Krenz, which was served at the Pastor’s Appreciation Lunch.
Top right: Junior and Senior boys visit with Rev.
John Meyer of Trimont
and Rev. Robert Trueblood of Northrop at the
Pastors’ Appreciation
lunch Junior/Senior Religion students host each
October.
Right: Kassidy Larsen interviews Rev. Rudy
Maurer of Good Thunder
for her “Getting to Know
You” assignment.

